10                        JOHN KNOX
and the most famous teacher of his day in
Scotland. It is knovm that Knox took orders and
acted as a notary under the authority of the
Church, but from 1522 to 1545 his career is
practically a total blank. We do not know how
he conducted himself as a priest, or whether he
was attracted by the doctrines of the Reformed
Church long before he came out into the open as
the bitter opponent of Rome. A papist chronicler
affirms that Knox was a man of scandalous life,
notorious for his immoral practices, his relations
with loose women, and his unnatural lusts. Little
credence can, however, be placed on the un-
confirmed assertion of a man who was not only
on the opposite side in religion, but had a personal
antagonism towards Knox.
A great deal has been written in support of
different theories regarding the early years of John
Knox, and the whole-hearted vigour with which
the arguments have been conducted would have
pleased him as a lover of lively disputation. But
most of the points in dispute would have seemed
to Knox of absolutely no importance. He him-
self apparently considered the first part of his
career of so little interest that, among the mass of
autobiographical material that he left, he makes
not a single reference to it. His life, he must have
felt, began only when he had found the true
religion ; the forty years th^t he had passed in
darkness were unworthy of the merest mention.